Issue Analysis

The issue analysis is a 6-8 min conversation with an examiner on a particular issue. 

Area of concentration: 

· Ability to speak clear

· An understanding of the issue discussed

· Ability to think critically on the many facets of the issue

· Speak with complex ideas when introducing points or view
· Able to see different angles of discussion and not be fixed to own view

Nuclear War/ Weapons
General issue:
· What are the dangers of nuclear war and the presence of nuclear weapons to the survival of mankind? 


Method of Preparation

1. As a guideline you should brainstorm the different possible issues on nuclear war with your classmates.

2. Next browse for information relating to the points discussed. You do not need to have specific detail but be able to answer the relevant questions asked during the discussion.

3. Address the questions given in the guide. Remember it is only a guide and you may be asked more detailed questions for the test.

4. Be prepared to discuss, so the best way to prepare is to discuss these points with your friends. 

** remember you are to do these on your own time as no class time will be used to discuss issue analysis. There is no mock test either.  And this will be 20 marks internal.  The test starts when I come back.
The guidelines for the below have been given during class: 

· The movie “Sum of All Fears” 

· Icarus Allsorts

· Seven Days

Time Plan for preparation

	Item to prepare:
	Accomplishment

	· brainstorm the different possible issues on nuclear war with your classmates
	General idea presented

	· Address the questions given in the guide
	Specific  points noted

	· Browse for information relating to the points discussed. You do not need to have specific detail but be able to answer the relevant questions asked during the discussion. Take notes

	Some additional information collected to be able to think critically on the issue

	· Discuss points with friends. Best method is to come up with possible questions I can ask you for the test. Find answers for the questions. Be critical
	Extending depth of answers by discussion

	· Review the issue with your group members. Exchange with different group members if necessary.
	Final preparation for Issue analysis test

	· I should be back and will review the issue in general and the format you will need to prepare for the exam 
	Know the format in which you will be questioned


** All questions and resources are just a guide. They can be extended to any part of the issue

Guided Questions:
1. Why do some countries insist on having nuclear weapons?
2. Why do countries like US and Russia need to have more than one nuclear weapon?

3. What are some of the dangers of two countries that having nuclear weapons to show power? E.g. Pakistan and India, Israel and Palestine, US and Russia etc.

4. How can a third party use nuclear weapons to put countries together? (movie) 

5. What are the main tools / emotions used by terrorist to attack a country?

6. Why do other countries condone the presence of nuclear weapons? (why are we Malaysia not worried or making any noise)

7. What are the possibilities of a nuclear accident? What precautions can be taken? 

8. If a nuclear bomb is to explode, what would be the consequences on the survival of our civilization? (nuclear winter/ environmental/ human lives)

9. How can a country that uses nuclear weapons justify the loss of innocent lives? (look at Hiroshima and Nagasaki)

10. Has the UN been successful in controlling the presence of nuclear weapons? Why? 

11. What is the justification of Pakistan and India in keeping their nuclear weapons?  Why should they be allowed to keep it? Why should they not be allowed to keep it?

12. Why were the world’s countries supporting the US when they went to war with Iraq over the presence of nuclear weapons kept by Saddam Hussein? Till today there have been none found? Is it a ploy to get into a country or was it the fear of a dictator’s possible possession of a nuclear weapon?

**Think: Has this fear created a medium for countries to invade other countries? Also look into Israel and Palestine. 

13. If tomorrow the countries of the world decide to eradicate all nuclear weapons, what are some of the problems they will face in doing so? 
Guided Resources: 

Everything you need to know about nuclear weapons.

http://www.nuclearfiles.org/
Nuclear control institute

http://www.nci.org/
Nuclear Weapon: Who has What?

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/4256599.stm#map
Consequences of Nuclear War

http://www.is.wayne.edu/mnissani/PAGEPUB/CH2.html
Hiroshima and Nagasaki

http://www.dannen.com/decision/
A scenario of Nuclear War in South Asia

http://www.nrdc.org/nuclear/southasia.asp
Nuclear issue in India and Pakistan

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/SSEAL/SouthAsia/nuclear.html
Consequences of Nuclear Proliferation

http://bcsia.ksg.harvard.edu/publication.cfm?ctype=book&item_id=173
Articles: 

Nuclear Winter (doc)

Dilemma of Nuclear Weapons (doc)

Environmental effects of war (doc)
Capitalism and the environment (doc)

Environmental threats in Iraq (doc) 

