INFO-DOMAIN


SAMPLE ESSAY 
	             Since the International Olympic Committee announced on the 23 of September 1993, that Sydney had obtained the right to host the Olympics in 2000, it has dominated and captivated the attention of all Australians. There have been concerns raised about fears of exceeding the budget, overbuilding, security and broken promises made by the Sydney Olympic Co-ordination Authority. But at the same time the benefits that stem from hosting such a prestigious event have been acknowledged and some of these benefits include a boost to the economy in both financial and employment terms.


One of the concerns raised is that there is a danger in exceeding the budgeted cost of funding. This incident occurred in Barcelona, which because it had spent more than was awarded to them through funding, had to ask for a 15 year extension on the repayment of their loan (Parker, 1997). Exceeding the budget cost of funding may well tarnish the benefits derived from holding the games.


Another concern linked to the issue of exceeding is over building. During the Barcelona Olympics there was over building to such an extent that investors were left searching for uses for their vacant hotels after the event (Parker, 1997). Therefore care needs to be taken to accurately monitor the amount of building developments.


Also the bombing in Atlanta and the TWA plane crash have sparked concerns about levels of security (Walsh, 1996). It is of such great concern that even the Lord Mayor of Sydney, Frank Sartor, stated that terrorism was the greatest concern of Sydney Olympic organisers (Walsh, 1996). In response to this concern security has been substantially increased for the Sydney 2000 Olympics. 

Concerns of a social nature have also been raised. At the recent Olympic games in Atlanta tenants were forced to accept leases that required them to move out of the games (Herbert, 1996). There was gross exploitation that occurred during the games, some of which included gigantic rental increases, eviction of tenants and boarding house residents. Also concerns have been raised about the civil liberties of people who reside in Sydney. The concerns are about the right of people to have access, road closures and the right of people to have access to normal services in health and other fields. As a result of these concerns a committee was formed to address them (Herbert, 1996). 


The Sydney Olympic Co-ordination Authority has backed down substantially on its promises to make the Sydney 2000 Olympics a Green games. Green Games Watch feels that the Olympic committee has failed to keep its promises in regards to sewage discharge, waste minimisation, energy and forest conservation (Cromie, 1996). Also Green watch does not believe that the traffic management plan in place, adequately guarantees against potentially excessive pollution (Cromie, 1996). Peter Prineas, the chairmen for the Nature conservation council, states that the Sydney Olympics Co-ordination Authority is backing down because they fear that if they commit themselves to the “green games” policy then they would make the games non-commercial and lose revenue as a result (Cromie, 1996). 


On the other hand, the benefits derived from hosting the Games will provide a much needed boost to the Australian economy. It is estimated that the boost from the Sydney 2000 Olympics will be approximately $6 billion (Parker, 1997). The games will also generate jobs which will dramatically lower unemployment. 

Besides providing much needed finances, the tourism industry will be the principal beneficiary of the games. It is estimated that 1 to 1.5 million extra tourists will visit Sydney over the next few years and most of these visitors will visit other Australian cities (Parker 1997). Thus helping to generate revenue for other states.  


Another industry which will benefit from the Sydney 2000 Olympics is the construction and development industry. Large investments will be made due to the additional hotels required to accommodate visitors, and there is approximately $18 billion worth of projects (Parker, 1997). These hotels can also be later renovated for rental or sale to meet Sydney’s housing demands, which in turn benefits the economy. 

Greater efficiency of the transport system will not only enhance the Games but it will also provide a great service for the citizens of Sydney. Hence it will help to upgrade the public transportation. 

In conclusion, although there are many concerns to be raised about the Olympic games in areas like security, lack of expertise and lack of implementation of green policies, the benefits derived from hosting this world event will greatly benefit the Australian economy for many years to come and provide a deep sense of pride between all Australians.
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